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Chrift Feſus the Lord, and our- FB 
Ae. your Servants for Feſus 


? I this Epiſtle 1 Apoſtle vindicates 


himſelf from the Calumnies and . 
ſperſions of the. hg. falſe Teachers, of theſe 
* © Times, not only in aſſerting the Va- 
lidity of his Miſſion 5 the roy Sian * 
which ſome of them ſeemed to queſtion, but 
also in affirming that he diſchaged his pa- 
N ſtoral Office from a ſincere Regard to the 
real Edification of; loſt Sinners,” and not. _ 
I from any ſelſiſn Vi n Biaſs what-, + 
: ever, 15 you pr, ee in the NA of. 7 
Reading: For we preach nat ory halben a 
Chriſt Feſus the Lord, &. 
In which Words you ma netfee; 16. 
The Duty of Goſpel Miniſters; it is to, 
preach ( we. pr . the Word ſi gniſes, 
to proclaim or publiſh a Thing with a loud | 
and audible Voice, that all may hear, *% | 
* to Cryers or Heraulds, who pub- 
th "A232 \,- IM 
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e e ee 
liſh the Edicts of Magiſtrates. Miniſters 
indeed are, by their Office, Cryer: or H- 
 raulds, not to proclaim the Edi&s and 
Commands of earthly Princes, but to lift up 
their Voice like a Trumpet, in declaring the 


'_ _ whole Council of God. 4dly.:You have the 


„ — — px ů —̃ ſ— —ͤͤ—ũ———— — OT, > 
* * 
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Subject, or the Matter of Goſpel- Preaching, 
expreſſed negatively ; it is not ourſelves; but 
it is, or ought to be, Chriſt Jeſus. the Lord. 
Under theſe Names, here given to the glo- 
rious Redeemer, is comprehended the whole 
Matter of Goſpel-Preaching. . Chriſt ſigni: 
fies Anointed, and under this Name ate in- 
cluded all the Doctrines relating to his & 
ternal Deſignation and Appointment to 
the Office of Mediator, and the unmea- 
ſurable Communication of the Spirit to him, 
for the Diſcharge of his mediatoty Offices. 
Jeſus ſignifies a Savioar, and under this 
Name are contained all the Docttines re- 
lating to his wonderful Incarnation, his ex- 
emplaty Life, and meritorious Death; or 
all the Truths that are comprehended under 
the Impetration or Purchaſe of our Re- 
demption, the Honour of ail the divine At- 
tributes manifeſted thereby, togethet with. 
the Circumſtances of the Pefſons whom he 


©”, cam to Jave. Again, the” ſame glorious 


— — 
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Perſon is to be preached as he is the Lord, 
which takes in all the DoRtines pertaming 
# his Exaltation, his ſupreme Headftnp” 
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over his Church, and the: — * ; 
cation of the 8 purchaſed by 
him; ſo that if we knew what it were to 
reach Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, we would 
nd, that under theſe three comprehenſive 
rm are contained all the Truths thar 
we ate commanded in Seripture to believe 


concerning God, and all the Duties which 
God requires of Man. 3dly. You have the 


laborious Office of the Miniſtry deſcribed, 


in theſe. Words, ourſeluss your Servants for: 
Jeſs Sate. Miniſters are Servants, Which 
imports Faithfulneſs and diligent Laber 
they are employed in ferving Sinnets af 
dam s Family; ſays the Apoſtle Here, we 
are your Servanes, to ſerve yon the' 
Bleſſings of the new Covenant, to I a 
be ſpent in your Setvice/ The — 
Seripture given to Miniſters, ſuch as 
Paſlors, Stewards, Watchmen, ＋ alk 
import a Service, excluding any Thöng like 
Domination, or lording it over Gus r- 
ritage, but includin Humility, Induſtry, 
Fideliry, Love and Helpfulneſs. Chrift'6n- 
ly hath Domination and Pre-eminencey alt | 
his Office-Bearers are but Servants ot Mi 


fters ; like the Prieſts and Levites, they are 


to ſerve the Lord and his People Iſrael, Chr 
xxxv. 3. But then they are Servants d 
Jeſus Sake, which impotts the great Love 
that Chriſt has to loſt Sinners, and N 
. ) this 


* 


of 


6 J. 


this Love is ſhed abroad in the Hearts of 


his faithful Servants, Who, upon that Ac- 
count, beſeech Sinners, in Chrift's; Stead, to 
berreconciled, unto. Gd. 


Having thus explained the Words, I wall | 


_ eſſay, as the Lord ſhall aſſiſt, to diſcourſe 

upon them ſuitable to the Oceaſion of our 
Meeting, in the following Order. - 1. I 
ſhall ſpeak of the Matter of Goſpel-Preach- 
ing, as it is here exprefled in our Text, 
both negatively and politively. 2dhy%. Of 
the Manner in which Chriſt Jeſus the Lord 
is to be preached. 3dly. Ot the Office of 
Goſpel-Miniſters, as they are Servants, firſt 
of Chriſt, and then of Sinners, for Jeſus 
Sake. 4thly. Deduce ſome Inferences for the 
Application. 

I. I am to eſſay to offer ſome Thoughts 

upon the Matter of Goſpel-Preaching, as 
it is here expreſſed in our Text, N 
gatively and politively ; it 1s not to be qur- 
| ſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; and upon 
this Head I ſhall, 
Firſt, Speak of what is not to be the Mat- 


ter of our Preaching; we are nt to 1 


| ourſelves. | 
Self is the great Rival chat the Lord 
 Jefus: Has in the Hearts of the Children of; 
en; it not only prefers finful Pleaſures, 
and the lawful Comforts of Life, unto him; 
but wants to ſhare with him in our wal 
0 


/ 
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There is no Need for crying up this Idol 
of Self, and exalting it above the Authori- 


ty of God in his Word, as is done at this 
Day; for I make no Doubt to affirm, that 
Sel - Love is the leading Principle of Action 
to all Men in a natural State. It was 8 74 
Love that made Pharaoh oppreſs Iſrael, let 
they ſhould: become too many and ſtrong for 
him; it was Selt-Intereſt that made Jerobo-- 


am ſet up the Calves at Das and Bethel, leſt 


Unity vf Worſhip ſhould reduce the Ten 
Tribes to the Houſe of David again. It 
was nothing but Self- Love that made De- 
metrius — the Craftſmen cry up Diana, 
and cry down the Goſpel of Chriſt; 4&s 


xix. 24, 27. ſo that H is the chief End 


of every natural Man; therefore, that which 
conſtitutes the Difference between à natu- 


ther. 
more than to gratify his Self- Love, that is, 
Love to himſelf is that which moves him 
on to all the Actions of Liſe, whether na- 
tural or moral; his Happineſs is only io T 
himſelf, and therefore he muſtlive to himſelf, 
and can have no higher End than to grati | 
Self one Way or other. But the Deſire of 
the ne Creature is to be denied to Self, to 
be to finful Self abſolutely, without 
1 l * a 
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q „Act, xxi. 13. Tam ready, not to ir bouus only, 
but to die at Jeraſalem for the Name of the Lord 
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any Reſerve or Exception; to have the O- 
can of Corruption, and all tht Streams that 


flow from it, quite dtied up in the Son, 


_, erying with the Apbſtle, Num. viic 24. Nin 


Pall deliver me from the Body of. this | Death. 
The Believer deſires alſo to be denied to xa- 


raval Self conditionally, ot upon Suppoſition 


of a Call in adorable Providence, that ii, he 
deſires, tliro Grace, to part with out watd 
Eaſe, Reputation, Houſes, Lands, Wife, 


Children, yea, Life" itſelf, dr whatever is 


dear to him in this World, when ſtands 
in tion to, or in Competition with 
the Glory of the Redeemer, and the Intereſt 
of his Kingdom. Thus the Apoſtle Pam, 


Feſus. And then, as to religious il, the 
liever deſires to be denied to all his Duy 


ſs or Juſtification before God, and to rely 
upon the Righteouſneſs of the Lord Chrift 
alone, as the ſole Grbund of his Pardon 


and Acceptance in the Sight of Gad. In 


2 Word, as the Believer's Happilieſs lies 
without bhinſelf,, ſo he deſites to ait at 
the Glory of God, and of the Nedermer 
as his greateſt and chiefeſt End; agreeable. 
to this is the Exhortation of the Apolile, 
1 cm x. 31. Whether therefore ye d drink; 
or iber ſoe ver ye do, do all eo the Gli 
1 | . 4 
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ties and Graces, in Point of Righteouſ- 
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and, in deder- to 4 we fad that it rot 7 
ar great Kane Death of Cheiſt, cc 
take Sinners off from Sei, to reſt oniy on ; 
God in Chriſt, as the All of their Ha —— 2 
and Salvation, 2 Cor. v. 15. He e, * 
that ithey which Ius ſbauld not henteforth live. 
unto themſelves, but uno hin which died for: r 
them and. roſe gain. As Adam's Sin hath 
ſet up Self, in Oppoſition to the Authori- 
ty of God, ſo: the Death of Chriſt hath pus 
2 Self, and adraneed God in the Soul to 
his- Right of being our chief End.. Since 
then. Self is ſuch 2 beloved Idol chat: Men 
naturally want to exalt it above all that is. 
called to the Ruin of their den Souls, 
we ought: all of. us carefully to be awate 
it, eſpecially we that are Miniſters, in de-, 
livering God's Meſſage to loſt. Sinner 
anent their eternal 2 1 + 
here diſclaims it in his own Practice; He. + 
preach not ourſelves, {ays he; and ſo oug be, 4 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, thro Con 
Bends endeavour to guard againſt, Seffz in the 
Diſcharge of his paſtotal Office. 

In — > therefore to hat the Apoſtle 
n the Matter of his preach- 
ing, when he ſays, We. preach ins ourſelves, 
it will:be native to enquire, ben 
may be. ſaid, 0 themſelvert. 
1. When they zun unſent, and obtrude. 
theraf e the Sogn 8 * * | 
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6nly without their Conſent, but when they 
arte actually teſtifying and reclaiming a- 
' Kainſt it; and in this Caſe, when People 
5 are willing to call a Goſpel-Miniſter to feed 
.|/* their Souls, they who intrude upon them 
can be ſaid to act from no better Principle 
than Selj-Intereft ; the Fleece, and not the 
l Flock, muſt certainly be in their Eye; and 
| therefore they practically declare that their 


preaching'ts not for the Edification of Souls, 
but only a Mean in Law to obtain a Liveli- 
hood ; of all ſuch the Lord ſays, Fer. xxiii. 
21, 32. I have nit ſent theſe Prophets, yet 
they ran; I have not ſpoken unto them, yet 
| they prophefied : Therefore they ſhall not profit 
| . this People at all, But then, altho' Hitraders, 
 _ who previous to, or without Regard to a- 
| ny Call, accept of a Preſentation to a Bene» 
' , fice, do openly proclaim to the whole World 
| that they make a Trade of preaching, only 


i for a Livelihood, yet it is poſſible that others, 
who have a fair enough outward Callas 
i the Miniſtry, may have Gain alſo chie 
(in their View, therefore they will be look d 
upon, in the Sight. of God, to preach them- 
ſelves, (whatever their Call or Character, 
in the Sight of the World, may otherways 
be) who preach for filthy Lucre's: Sake, or 
for their own: private . Intereſt, like the 
Seriles and Phariſees, who, for a Pretence, 
made long Prayers, that they might devour 
3 | E Widows 
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Widows Houſes, making Gain of an out- 
ward Shew of Godlineſs. Of all ſuch it 
may be ſaid, as of the Prieſtꝭ And Prophets 
of Jeruſalem, Micah iii. 11. The Priefts . 
thereof teach for Hire, the Prophets thereof di- 
vine for Money, yet will they lean upon the 
Lord, and ſay, Is not the Lord among us? © 
No Evil, ſhall come upon us. Now, as one 
Selj-Seeker had very nigh brought Ruin up- 
on the whole Camp of 1ſrael, ſo, when there 
are a Multitude of Selj-Seekers in a Church, 
you may ſee what Deſolation they bring 
upon it, Verſe 12. Therefore ſhall Lion, for 
your Sake, be plowed as a Field, antJeruſa- 
lem ſhall become Heaps, and the . of 
the Houſe as the high Places of the M. 

2. Miniſters preach themſelves, when they 
ſtudy the Applauſe of the People, more tha 
their Souls Edification ; ſuch are all theſe, 
who, either in compoſing or delivering their 
Sermons, have no higher Aim than how to. 
pleaſe their Audience, fo as to get a Name 
to themſelves that they preach well: This 
was far from the Practice of the Apoſtles 
of our Lord, recorded in Scripture for the 
Imitation of their Sueceſſors in ordinary 
Office, 1 The. ii. 4. But as we were allow- 
ed of God to be put in Truſt with the Goſpel, 


even ſo we ſpeak, not as pleaſing Men, but 2 [ 


which trieth our Hearts. 1 
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ſelvet, who vent che De- 
cfts of their own Heart, as the Expreſſion is, 
Jer. xxiii, 26. that is, who 1 — 


3. They pteach 


9 


Adeavour to deceive * into a Ling 


Compliance with the Inventions of their own 
Heart, however inconſiſtent with the pure Word 


of God; whereby the Hearts of the 8 | 


are made fad, and the Hands of the Wicked 
ſtrengthned. Such are all theſe who ſupport ab» 
Solute Church Anthority, by vindicating from the 


| Pulpit, or-otherways, the feveral Acts and De- 


cifions which have been of late Years paſt by 
the preſent Judicatories, like the Statutes of Om 
fb, 


ri, fo manifeſtly in Oppoſition to the Laws and 
- Commandments of Zionꝰ King, publiſhed in his 


Word. Such are theſe alſo who defend the Ce» 
remonies of hnman Inyention introduced into 


the Worſhip of God; and theſe likeways who 


cry. up Union with a Church as an eſſential 
Branch of the Chriſtian Character, altho? they 


cannot pretend to enforce that Union from the 
Scripture Marks of the Church of the li 


ound of Truth, 1 Tim. in. 15. Of all ſuch it 
may be ſaid, In vain do you worſbip me, teach- 
ing for Doctrines the Commandments o Men, 
Under this Head may be included, as preach- 
ing themſelves, or the Deceits of their own. Heart, 
who in their Sermons inveigh ſeverely againſt the 
Injuries they look upon as done to themſelves, 
but can "4 with little or no Notice the publick 
Injuries done to the Cauſe and Intereſt of Chriſt, 


Such are all theſe who reflect upon the People 


for leaving their Miniſtry, ( notwithſtanding of 
the jnſt Grounds they may ha ve for ſo doing) 
as 
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ſalicitous whether they are — — the 


e 
they pleaſe a few upon to 
Men of — and it is to be lamented, that, 
for or in ſuck Sermons, the pecullar Dos? 
trines of Ahriſtianity, upon which the Faich af 
r Songs is terminate aply for Salyagjon,. arg 
iud uſtriou ſly kept out. Thus 3s preaching with 
the enticing Words of Man's Mam, con- 
trary to the Practice of the N 
ſet: down for the Imitation ot all 
ſters, ho did not. ſeał the Niſdom 
wor of the inder of this Id that; 
ven the hidden Wiſdew which ordaine be- 
Fore the World nuto our Glory, 1 Cor, ii. , To. 
5. Miniſters preach themſclues, when hone 
dle the Word of Cod deceitfully, and g 
umocttain Sound; who do not give eanhlal War | 
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moſt for their worldly Intereſt. 


n ſtudying or delivering their Sermons, have not 
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Saints. Thus I have ſhewed, in ſome Particu/ 


'Subje& indeed, a Subject that will furniſh A- 
bundance of Matter for all our Sermons while the 

* World ſtands, and for all the Praiſes of the re- 
' deemed Company, from among Men, thro? the 


tice 3 by him do we believe in God, and with- 


$14. 7 8 | 
J (+ 14 1 « 4 
ſtudy to pleaſe Men with flattering 
Worcls, and make their Sermons Tools for ad- 


Times, but ſtu 


vancing their own political Ends, either in plea- 
ſing the People, or the leading Party, as it makes 


In a Word, they preach them ſelves, who, either 


the Glory of God, and the Salvation of Sinners 
at Heart, and who do not endeavour in a Way 
of looking tg ghe Lord, and, as in his Sight, to 
ſearch out tha® Matter from the Holy Scri 

tures, which they judge will be moſt ſuitable fie 
the Converſion of Sinners, and the Edification of 


lars, what is not to be the Matter of our preach» 
ing; we are not to preach ouſſelvet in any of the 
above or like Inſtances. | SEV 6/5 

I proceed now to ſpeak of the poſitive Matter 


of Goſpel-Preaching, what it is that. we are to 


reach; or what ought to be the Sum and Sub- 
3 of all our Sermons; the Text ſays, it is 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. This is a comprehenfive 


Ages of Eternity. It is therefore but-a very few 
Hints that we can give of this inexbayſlible Mat- 


ter of Goſpel-Preaching, Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. 


In general, Chriſt Jeſus the Lord is the Sum 
and Subſtance of the whole Bible, Joby v. 39. 8 
Search the Scriptures, ſays he, for they are they 
which teſlify of me. He is the Object of our 
Faith, and the Foundation of all Chriſtian Prac- 


out 


gf 


C24 
ont him we can do nothy ) So that to preach. 
Cbriſt Jeſus the Lord, preach him as the 
Sum of all the Promiſes, the Fulfilment of all 
the Types, and the Acoompliſbment of all the 
Prophecies in the Bible concerning the Meſhal- 
It is to make him the Matty and Subſtance of | 
our preaching. I determined, ſays the Apoſtle, 
not to know any Thing . Save Jeſus 
Chriſt and bim - crucified, '1/ „ lle 2. All, che 
Materials of Goſpel-Preaching have a manufe 
Relation to Chriſt. - Are we to preach the Naties 
of Religion, or the Do&rines relating to Chxiſti- 
an Practice? Then we ought, at the lame Time, 


to ſhew that all the Duties, which God requires | 

of Man, are to be done in ti N of Chet 

I can do all Things thro? Cbriſt which ftrengthneth 

me, Phil. iv. 13. We ſhould teach, that it is the 

Love of Chriſt {hed abroad in our Heart, that 

conſtraineth us unto all acceptable Obedience, 

be He that bath m. Commandments, und keepeth 

is tbem, be it is that loveth me, John xiv. 21. When 

ve che Duties of: Religion are enforced and 72 

it ought to be done in a Connection with tbe Pro- 

ne 1e: There cannot be a more foreible Motive 

+. co Obedience than to know and en, that. a 
gracious God has required nothing of us in Point 

w of Duty, but what he;has promiſed Furniture 

fo and Strength for the Perſrmapce, ox, in ocher 

| Words, that the fame Duties xequired of us in 

1 one Place of the Bible, are to, be found promir 

9 ſed Bleſfings in another, for it'is God that wor- 

yy l in u both to mill aud fo. do; hence he lays, 

T will cauſe you to mali in my; Statutes, und yo 

Hall keep my; Judge, and do jhem, Et 


-V. az. Are wo to proach. the Myſier7er of 
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| Do@tues- which are 7 


Summary of them, 


Then we on 


the DoQrines of Faith ate to be 
I: Relition' toe Ohtiſt. Again; 


 Bleffing they ſhall ack In Chriſt 
| e Rs” he 


3 16 
the Goſpel? mb ]. do this'but with 
4 Relation to Chriſt, all the MyRteries to be 


believed have Chriſt —_—_ up in chem; Theſo 


Thigs- ave wrirten, thus yo might believe that 
125 is #he Chriſt, the'S 

\Doftitiner' of the Goſpeh, or the 
pernatural, and 
\the Goſpel from the Law of Nature, 


di 
25 be Fe but with a \RefpeR' unt 
rt as idem from the comprehenfive 


rely ſu 


out Comtroverſy gr eat is the Myſtery of Godlineſt; 
on nay By T2977 d- in the 
pirit, ſren bf Angels, preached unto the Gentiler; 
9 on in the World, —.— into Glory. 
Are we to preach che Pr the Goſpel 2 
ty at the ſame — to {New that 


all of them have their Foundation und Stability 
e ee l 
ed; and in bim Amen, 2 Cor. 1. 20. Are we to 
ubliſh- the Threatuings of the Law, or 15 


rath of God, which / 2 from Heaven, 
7 


ain all Ungodiineſt and L. 
Men; Then we ought, at the fame Time, t6 
kad Sinners to Chri Grill, who is the oy SaB Aus- 
aud Refuge from Si und Wrath 5 {> that all 


preached with 
Rechiens n Ties of Grack 

ent a ne races 
are to ſeek from a 


courage Sinners to 
and to tell them what” 
gracious God, who 2 75 to all Men liberally; 
and upbraideth not? Then we are, at the ſame 

Time, to aſſure them, that whatever Dr = 
. 


Jab 


God, Jam m. 31. 
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Hall ack the Father in my * he will od 
Are we to preach the Nature, Ends and 
Vic of the Sacraments of the New Teſtament? 
Then we cannot do this without ſhowing that 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper are inſtituted 
Memorials of him who was ſacrificed for us. So 
that NF ory Chriſt, is to make him the Argu- 
ment, Matter, or Subjeſt of onr Pfeachinge or to 
declare the whole Council of God concernin 9 | 
the Salvation of loſt Sinners thro? * by 
'our Lord. 7 more particularly, c ö 
We are to preach, that there 155 Love in the 
Heart of from I towards a Cone 
ny of A4 Family, whom he forelaw, that, 
with the reſt of Mankind,, they would | plunge 1 
themſelves into a State of [Sin and Miſery and 
or ny | 
fe 


that they would be irrecoverably Joſt, 

Thing g they could do for their own Relief. | 
xxxi. 3. I. have loved thee with ay everlaſting * 
Love. 1 Job! iv. 10. Herein is Love, not that we | 
loved God, but that be loved ui. 

That Try amazing Love, which is 


God, might be vented to Mankind Se” * 
a 165. Arps with the Honour of the oe SY 


A 


SF." 


1 ed 
«mg ta 72 og A Nature into 


with himſelf, to obey the Law an J ſuffer 3 in our 

Room, and to do zud be every Thing that was 

neceſſary for bringing many Sons and Þ aughtery 

into Glory. Eſal. x1. T- Then, ſaid: I, lo, 10 14 4 
We are to preach, that, 4 of this 
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Salvation was diſcovered and revealed, in the 
Promiſe of the Seed of the Woman to bruiſe the 
Head of the Serpent, Gen. 111. 15. The Mercy 


God, did flow out in a plenteous Stream, upoy 
" miſerable Adam and his Poſterity, in the Erl 
Promiſe; for while Juſtice is pronouncing an ir- 
reverſible Sentence of Damnation upon the fallen 
Angels, Mercy breaks immediately forth in the 

Promiſe of an incarnate Deity for the Redemp- 
tion of fallen Man, and that before one Word af 

- "Threatning was denounced againſt him, as is 
evident from Gen. ili. that ſo the Sinner might 
not be diſcouraged from cloſing with the Promiſe 
in à Way of belioiing,” whitever otherways was 


| the Demerit of Sin, upon the Breach of the Firſt 


* 


Covenant. 


Spring and Origin of our Sin and Miſery, whic 
is the Fall of ahr firſt Parents, from that State of 

_ + Happineſs and Glory in which they were crea» 
ted, whereby all Mankind have ſinned aud come 
tit of the Glory of God, in regard, the Cove- 
nant, of Works was made with, and broken by 
1 'the it Adam, as the federal Head and Repre- 
© Lentative of all his Poſterity. Rom. v. 12. As by 
obne Man Sin entred into the World, and Death by 
Sin, ſo Death paſſed upon all Men, for that all 
„dave ſinned. . 
„Further, we are to teach from the Word, that 
tl Cod has not left all Mankind to-periſh in a State 
of Sin and Miſery, into which they eee 
'> de themſelves, but, out of his mere gon | 


- * 
— 


2 

- = * * 

nt 5 
1 


preſently che eternal Purpoſe and Scheme dt 


and Love, which was eternally in the Boſom ot 


Again, to preach Chriſt, is to declare the 


eaſure, has choſen ſome to everlaſting Life, 


* wh \ - 3. 
| : 19 ]; by 2 2 4 
whom he brings into a State of Salvation bya : 
ovenant of Grace. We are to ſhew that cht 
ovenant was made with Chriſt, as the. fe, 
ond Adam, and in him with all the Ele& as 
is Seed. Pſalm Ixxxix · 3. I have made a Co- 
penant with my Choſen. That all the good 
hings neceſſary to eternal Life, or neceſſary to 
he Being of a Believer, are freely and abſolutely 
aromiſed ; ſuch as the new Heart, Pardon of Sin, 
derſeverance, and the like. A new Heart will 
give unto you ; I will forgive their Iniquities ; 
will cauſe them to walk in my/Statutes ; and, 
which comprehends all, I will be their God, they,, 
all be my People. And conſequently we are to 
ſhew, that Faith, which is the Gift of God, is 
only the inflrumental Mean of receiving and ap- 
'aS Wpropriating Chriſt and the Benefits of his Pur- 
it chaſe, but is no Part of our juſtifying Righteouſs 
ness; it is only the Hand that receives that Righ- | 
teouſne(s whereby we are juſtified; even the dos ́ö; 
ing and dying of the Lord Jeſus, which is graci- 
ouſly imputed to us, and | gener by Faith alone, 
as our Catechiſm- expreſſes it according to the 
Scripture : So that we are to ſhew, that the Help 
of periſhing Sinners is laid on Chriſt, as uns 
ly Ordinance of God for their Salvation; for 
there is no other Name given under Heaven, gi- 
ven among Men, whereby we muſt be ſa ved, 
As iv. 12. and that the Old as well as News 
Tejtament Saints were ſaved by Faith in his 4 1 
Blood. 27 | | R 1 ; 
Again, to preach Chrift Jeſus the Lord, is W 
ſet him forth as God made manifeſt in the Fleſh; © 
that he actual. aſſumed our Nature into perſo». | | 
nal Union with himſelf, in virtue whereof the 
. i 2 human 1 


* . , 


o a \ ” 


3 320 Wok X 
haman Nature 125 in Ln Perſon of 
the Trinity, without the leaſt Compoſition or 
Confuſion, both Natures making but due Perſon, 
in regard the human Nature never had any per- 
ſonal Subſiſtence of its own, but, from the firſt 
Moment of its miraculous Formation by the Holy 
_ Ghoſt, it ſubſiſted in Union with the ſecond 
Perſons of the Godhead ; and therefore; tho? each 
Nature retain its -own eſſential Properties, yet 
"whatever Chriſt did and ſafftered, or continueth 
to do as Mediator, is not to be confidered as the 
Adt of this or that Nature only, but as the AQ and 
Work of the whole Perſon of him who is both 
God and Man; or, which is the ſame Thing, 
whatever he doth, as Prophet, Prieſt and King 
of his Church, he performs it on account of the 
Union of both Natures in him as Mediator. 
Moreover, we are to preach, that the Lord 
Jeſus aſſumed the Human Nature into perſonal 
Union with the Divine, that the might be capa- 
ble of performing the whole Office of a Mediator 
between God and Mans That fince God grati- 
ouſly purpoſed to ſhew Mercy to Mankind-Sin- 
ners, a complete Satigation, in our Nature and 
in our Room, was abſolutely neceſſary for the 
Vindication of the Truth and Veracity of God, 
interpoſed in the . of the Law, and 
for the Satisfaction of vindifive Juſtice, which is 
eſſential to God, who is of purer Eyes than to 


behold Evil, and cannot but puniſh Sin where» 


exer he finds it, either in the Perſon of the Sin- 
ner, or in the Cautioner; and conſequently, tho? 
the Law was relaxed as to the Perſon ſuffering, 
in as much as God graciouſly accepted of a 
Surety, yet neither the Law nor Juftice of God 
could St we with the Penalty which was de- 

| nouns 


. - * 


Fle 


for ur. And ifit is ſaid; that Chriſt did not un- 


We Trat TY le | 
— the. ſame Fthit was es- 
ned e It was not ors oe, 

which God-acceptedin Lv of t ad mt 
Law that Chriſt ſuffered, but ps — 
= that wy tion ar Fa therein, - 25 appears 
28 Fr e of Hen of 0 Hop Ki 
ner tot ery, 10 n 1 | 
ture. Nom. * 3. Cod condemned 3 7 fl. 

» that is, in the Human Nature 10 Chriſt as 
mod into the Divine 3 and Verſe So Pe... 

red not bis own Son, but delivered hm up for ns 
all. 2 Cor. v. 21, He bath" made him to bs S 
er ut; that is, our Sins were imputed to . 
on 4e count of which he was made an Offeri 
or a Sacrifice; fo that the whole F 
contained in the Cui ſe or Sandt ion of the Law, 
wis undergone by Chriſt who was mad u Curſe 


dergo eternal Deuth, which is conttined inthe 
Threatning, it muſt be remembred, that ĩt ij not 


eſſential to the Puniſhment” of the Law, chat it 


be eternal; the Eternity of Puniſhment ariſe on- 

ly from the Infirmity of the Ctesture, whois 

= 1 at once to bear the whole Puniſument 

Sin z but Chriſt, who is God - Mau, was able to 

whole Load of Divine Wrath at once, 

— W the Ertremity 49 Suffer ingt of 
ſuch a glorions Perſon, wa in 


of that eternal Death which we fails *. ; 


dergone. I have infilted the more fee 
8 wow þ _ of the damnable * . 1 
many in our Day, as well as by t 13 
of old, namely, chat Chriſt 3 1s only an exemplary 
Saviour, ans that his main Errand e * | 
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World was only to give us an Example, of Holi - 
| nefs and Virtue, as they call 


it ; whereas there 
is nothing more - plainly, revealed in Scripture, 
than that the Lord Jeſus was made as countabie 
andi liable to Juſtice for the Iniquities of an E- 
| lect World, as if they bad been bis own ; that, 
| | in their Room or Stead, he actually obeyed the 
| Law which they brake in Adam, and ſufſered 
|| the whole * which was due to their 
Tranſgreſſion. N Farne 3-3: 07 
We preach Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, when we 
-ſhew, for the Comfort of Adam's Family, that he 
has finiſhed the Work which his Father gave 
| him to do. John Xx. 30. He ſaid, It is finibed... 
And that his Obedience unto the Death, becauſe ' 
4 | ot the Dignity of his Perſon, , being of infinite 
Value, muſt be a Sacrifice of a ſweet-ſmglling 
Savour unto God, and fully ſatisfactory to offen- 
ded Juſtice, as is evident from his Reſurre&ion 
from the Dead, his Sitting down on the Right- 
Hand of the Majefly on high, the Down- pouring 
of his Spirit and the Efficacy of his Word on 
the Hearers of the Goſpel. 1 Ten Cel 
Again, to preach Chriſt, is to declare, that, 
in conſequence of his finiſping-the great Work 
of Redemption, he is nem. made mani feſt and, 
according to the Commandment of the ing 
God, made known to all Nations for the Obedi- 
ence of Faith, Rom. xvi. 26, So that there is 
nothing nom, either in Law or Juſtice, to hinder 
the greateſt. Sinner from receiving the unſpeake 
able Gift of God, yea, on the contrary, all that 
hear this Goſpel are called, commanded and 
beſeeched to be reconciled unto God. This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, hr ye 
RI er IS Es © op im; 
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the ſame Time, we muſt ſhew, that the. Heart 
muſt be powerfully opened to receive Chriſt as 


> _ 


ſaved, ol the Ent; | 


he is offered in the Goſpel. Joby vi. 44: No May. 


can come utto me, except the Father, which hath 


ſent me, draw tim. We ſhould tell Sinners, that 


they mult be God's Workmanſbip, created js 


Cbriſt Jeſus unto good Works, convinced of Sin, 


Righteouſneſs and Judgment, by the Spirit, who 
taketh of the Thing 
them unto us, and that, when he c into the 


Heart, he brings all Grace along: with him, and 


carries on the Work of SanQification there, till 
ap Death there be not left in the. Soul any Spot 
or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Things 3 
To preach Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, is to ſet him 
forth in all hls Offices unto which he is anointed 
and conſecrated from Eternity: That he is the 
great Prophet, or Teacher come from Gad, an Iu- 
ter preter, one among a Thouſand, who has the 


Chriſt, and ſheweth -; 


= : 


Tongue of the Learned, "ah aketh as never 


Man ſpake. That he 25 h Prieft of our 
Profeſſion, who has offered up that af of one 


and acceptable Sacrifice of himſelf, whereby we 


have Remiſſion of Sin, Acceſs to the, Preſente | 


of God, and all the Bleffügs of the new Cove» | 


nant 5 and in virtue whereof it is that he maks 


eth continual Interceſſion fog us: That he is in- 


veſted with the Office of a King, both for ſub» 


duing, ruling and defending his own People, | 


and alſo for reſtraining and conquering all his and 
their Enemies. Rev. xix. 16. He bath on bis . 
lure, and gu bis Thigh. a Name wfitten, K IN 


of Kings, and L ORD of Letür. He's given 
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2 dug Subordipation of Judicatories, ſuc 
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1 heir Off ce, is the overnment in the Ne 
1 Mament, Ei da 050 ord Chriſt would have 


4 is Churgh ene to the End of the Ward. 
| claim” all the 


| * do preach Chriſt, 1 Is BE 
| Relations wherein he ſtands to M anden; 
that he is à ſuit 1 $41 1 . Pe o 
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nd. as a wiſe, powerful and unerring Gude, 
Ur eue his eople in the Way) wherein they 


* ae to peat Chriſt, ist0 (ve bim forth 
all the genes that he has made on out 


Ea; . his wonderful N e 


— — _ 
CIS —_ 4 — — — — 
1 11 


1 - — - — 
„1 


” 1 
4 
»Y 4 fo 


cording to * 


Feng, Frovhlorier and Swodr p ch. 


55 el of ils 3, by} Vw 3% Js fr 
to Gr him Pr fm ee en lar 


* a: Pr ed Hnnbhnd oe retro ek 


er: ef rad hn hon _ 


- 


ee 


155 We Dank, Kh compo = 


arretioh and. Ale 
Fs 47 88 at, Days for 3 
Fe N WI to ne cometh 


e 
Chriſt Jeſas the 75 


As 


tif, 8 Jv * 
e 4 
$ 10 Thor, "Te Tenets gr CS 
are Vented 3gabuft the Do&r ine, "Worlkip, 
Nor 8 5 pment- inſt} PI, 1 a 
His we are 


7720 
Ion) . Lon ns 26. N 
r 4225 Weds oo 


32155 bis 2 


arenen „eee 


1. We are to BR 
ende ee by out eg 


not, when dealing with . — Irs 
to uſe the . — Wor 
make an — 5 2 28 
ence, which. may gratify the Eats of ſome, 
7 quite rege. to others, but we 5 
EN LT hriſt fr Demonffr E 
we 


d rae, Fam e. were 
rd, + 
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„ that their Conſciences may bs en vineed, chat i 
1 s from an ardent Deſire 15 Stdvation to theit 
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'Lafily, We Thould preach hy out\Lives as well 
à by our Doctrine, and thus ſhews by dur holy 
and cireumſpect Walk and Converlinion, that we 
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whom the Lord hath mags Rulers over his Houſe 
hold, they are to give them their Pottion of 


Meat in due Seaſon, | Liike xii. 42. Thettfore 


you are to be aware of the dangerous Opinion of 
the Sectari 12 and Enthuſiaſts, who affirm, that 
private Chriſtians endowed with Gifts ma 
8 in the Name of Chrift, altho? they bear 
no Church-Office, 
3. Altho? Miniſters are the CN ches Servants 
| for Feſus Sake, yet they do 720 rive their ec- 
ater Power from the or from the 
Community of the Faithful, ra are they Ser- 
| ary ad de uties, who govetn the Houſe of 
God, by an Lafon) deifsed from the Multi- 
tude, as 12 firſt and immediate Subject of Ul 
ſiaſtical Power, It is true, Miniſters are callec 
the Church's Servants in our Text; but then, it 
5 nat becauſe 1575 derive their Power from, the 
People, for. in that Caſe they. would be the 
Servants of Nn and not of God * becau 
they are to exerciſe their Office => 85 rags 
Chriſt, for the Good and Beneht ol His Church. 
There is nothin indeed more Plain i in we 
than that the Power of Cheek, belong and 57 
Officers to a, particular Chur 
tha, Members of 1 it, As 1 1 23. vi. 5 bi 
But then, by this Election (which 15 30 AR of 
| ee, hnrch-Members do not confer 
Le e Keys on the Paſtors or other 
Officers e d only nominate or deſign him 
or them, on whom the Power of that Office s 


| | — to be canferred by ec leſiaſtieal Ordination 


is, clear from Act vi. 6. where, you will It fd, 


that, after the whole Multitude had choſen ſuch 


and ſuch Perſons, they ſet them before the A- 
wis, who laid their Honds on them, 25 
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. | dained them to their of. by Boyer; and bere· 
of in the Apoſtles ated, not according to their ex: 
re || traordinary Character, for, in %S Caſe, there 
H | would have been no Need to deſire the People 
at |} to look out for fit Perſons from among themſelves; 
ay || the Apoſtles could have done it by, intallible In- 
ar || ſpiration, had they adted gs Apoſtles, but it is 
plain that they cd: as ordinary Miniſters of 
Chriſt in the whole of this Matter, It follows 
then, that as all Church Officers are inſtitute by 
the Lord Jeſus, ſo the Power belonging to them 
in immediately derived trom him 5 but the Way 
A Manner. of being inſtalled into, or put in 
effion of any Office of the Church, particu- 
larly the Office of the Miniſtry, or the ordinary 
Way of deriving the Power and Authority be- 
1 ing to the Miniſterial Office from the Lord 
us, :. by the authoritative Miſſion, or Ordi- 
nals of the Presbytery, unto which the EleQi- 
on or Choice of the N. 1s previouſly neceſſary» 
The disjoining of theſe two, namely, the autho- 
ritative Miſſion and the Choice of the Peo le, 
which the Spirit of God has fo ſtrictly united 5 
N | is at the Bottom of the da 
Miſtake, which thoſe of the independent W 
run into upon the one Hand, nam 57 in lacing” | 
the whole of the eccleſiaſtical Vacation 1 the 
People without the Precbytery ;' and thoſe in the 
eftablifbed Cburcb, on the other Hand, who place 
the whole of the eccleſiaſtical Vocation in the 
Judicatories of of Church without the People. 
4 Chriſt Jeſus the Lord the great Subje® 
% nur Gp. Then let us, who are Mi- 
iſters, determine = to know any Thing among 
onr Hearers, 75 Jeſus Chriſt — bim crucified, - 
I | Cor, 1 It, 2. Let us endeavour, as Stewards of 
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Houſe of Mery as wide as to let m the pronelt 
Sinner, to whom we ſhall have Accels to PRA 
theſe glad Tidings; let us endeavour to lea 
to Chriſt,” as the only Refuge to 0 71 them 
from Sin and Wrath, as the # who 
can heal them of all their Bike aud 45 
| oaly ly Magazine and Storę- Hpuſę from whence 
o are to be ſu ping Sr and, Glory, 
every gag 'T hing, us endeavour to 
point out Chriſt unto Sinners, as made of God 


unto them, Wiſdom to inſtru and teach th 
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edem to 
them. In a Word, as the x, Nees to 
of all Grace here, and eternal Glory hereafter. 
Let us eſſay to preach: Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, both 
in our Sermons, and in out Miniſterial and Qhri>. 
ſtian Walk. Let us be aware of preaching our- 
ſelves, and ſettin ing up our own Reaſon. in the 
Room of divine Revelation, and of Rur 
aut of a vain Oſtentation af our on Parts an 
Abilities, whether natural or acquired, - and of 
-. Rudying to pleaſe Men; but let a tender Con- 
cera for the Glory of God, and the Salyation of 
immortal Souk, animate us in the whols-of our 
Miniſterial Work. Let ns, ont af Love to \ Chriſt 
himſelf, put an bigh Value upon the Souls of 
Sinners, ſpire no Pains in preaching), cate» 
chifing, viſiting and converfing with them for 
their Jaſtruftion and Edificseion. Let us re» 
which is give * 
Zefore God and the Lord 7% 0 Cori, pts 
Judge the. Quick and the Dead at bis 
namely, that we preach the Word, be infant 1 
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METH bs. 40 
_ - matchleſs and wnſpeakable Gift 
- the World, that be gave bis. only begotten Son. W 
vou ſtand ir put againſt the Command of God, bind 
ing upon every one of you here preſent-3 Ibis is his 
. Commandment, that we ſbould believe on the Name 
. bis Son Feſuz Chriſt, 1 Jobm iv. 23. Will ye r 


the Counſel of God againſt yourſelves | Will you 
Wrong your own Souls ſo far > O'Sirs, think you 


; Ar of it, that God condeſcends to be your God; 
* T 

himſelf, his Perſon; Offices, and all the Fruits of 
his Mediation to be yours; that he condeſcends to 
be your Hesband, to betrothe you to himſelt for ever; 
| * . your Shepherd to feed you; your Leader and Com- 
.mander to guide and protect you, and your Saviour 
to redeem you, both by Price and Power. Thus 
to me, and be ye ſaved. Behold, we ſer him before 
you, and beſcech you in his Stead, that ye be recon - 
. Ctled unto God; be Spirit and the Bride ſay, Come, 
- and whoſoever will, let bim take the Waters f Life 
' Freely ; and, i will not do ſo, bebold you have 
- 1 formned againſt thi 2 , and be ſure your Sin will find 
; you out. Your Sin, in neglecting this great Salva- 
tion, will find you out in the Day when every Eye 
- ſhall ſee him, and they alſo which peirced him, and 

| ſhall wail becauſe of him. 205 - 
I conclude with a Word ro you who are the 
Members of this aſſociate . Congregation of Lintous. 
. Sirs, you have called a Miniſter in à witneſſing Way, 
| __asa Company of Seceders from tlie preſent Fudirato- 
ries, becauſe of their manifeſt Apoſtacy from the co- 
venanted Reſormation of this Church; and we are 


- now: going about the ſolemn Work of ordaiping a2 


Miiſten among you by Prayer and Impoſition of 
Hands, as a Pres tery conflitute in the, Name of 
the Lord Jeſus, and gſſociate together for the, Exer- 
eite of the Government and Diſcipline of bis Houſe, 
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fliding from the fame at this Day, and forthe Help. 
and the Lord's oppreſſed Heritage chro' tha 


Land. As we are, on this Day of Fafting-and Hu- 
miliation in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, to ordais 
bim to qiſpenſe the Bread of Life amongſt you, as a 
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Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, whom you have unani- 
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eenneſs the 11 L is abe to ſave 
your Souls, hy i. 21, Receive the Goſpel — 
the Mouth of your Miniſter, as it God were ſpeak- 
ing to you by him, for he is an Ambaſſador to you 
in ChriſÞ's Stead, therefore, with Reverence and god- 
ly Fear, entertain the Meſſage which be brin 
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in bis Mofer's Name. Pray en e | 
if you would deſire his . — to be ſuccefsful a- | 
mong y you, Nom. xv. 30. Pray chat he may be a- 
bundantly furniſhed for his Works from him who: 
Man. Pray chat the Word, 
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